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A SBERVICE PENSION BILL.

The Service Pension Bill should be as
brief as words can be made to convey the
direct idea. Every clause and phrase
added is a distinet danger, since they may
afford hooks for unfriendly execntants to
hang objections to paralyze the adminis-
tration of the lnw. We aH remember
painfully how the phrase in the Act of
June 27, 1890—"who are now or who may
pereafter be snffering from a mental or
plivsieal disability of a permanent charne-
ter, not the resnlt of their own vicious
habits, which incapacitates them for the
performanee of manual labor in such 2
degree as to render them unable to earn
a support” was tortured to make it de-

feat the true intent and purport of the
Taw.

That phrase was formulated after
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Tae New Orleans Labor Unions have
gurrendered to the Coufederate Veterans,
pnd will not boyeott the parade, thonzh
no Union musician will march in the pa-
rade.

Tae Italinn Minister of Finance recog-
nizes a5 one of the elements in the King-
dom’s bettering finances the snms sent or
brouzht home by Italians employed in this
country. To a country where wages are
but a lire—20 cents a day—the American
rate of $1.50 a day seems princely magui-
ficence.

Now the picturesque old stern-wheel
steambont, “the kick-np-behind.” of the
MWestern rivers, is doomed. A twin-serew
boat, with water-tube boilers, was built,
which excited the derision of the old tow-
boatmen, until by actunl test she was
shown to greatly outpull and outpush the

—{amd n devoted comrade,

— = | that it

who was Chair-

wman of the Senate Committee on 'en-

sions, gave personal and exhaustive study

to it, and it was believed by everyhbody
wonld render exact justice. I
wits framed to prevent drunkards and do-
banclices from having the benefit of the

Inw, but to give it to everybody else. When

the Cleveland Administration came  in,
with the proclaimed intention of greatly
reducing the pension expenditures, they
Licked the conrage to repeal outright the
Act of June 27, as the more radical de-
siredd, but they set their legal sharps to
work to hml some way to

“Keep the word of promise to the ear
But break it to the heart”

of the veterans. The sharps ponnced upon

that phiease, which they held “introduced
an entirely new  principle into  pension
legislntion, and rendered worthiless all pre-
cedents.”  They put a construction upon
it which substantially defeated the intent

of the law, and was the source of unnum-

bered miseries to the veterans,  Indignai-
tion at this defeated the party at the next
election. and brought in MeKinley, buot
Evans retained the obnoxious econstrunz-
tion, until e was driven from oflice.
There was something of the same Kind

best of the stern-wheel type, and with less

fuel expenditure.

Tne financial papers -are

from their first symptoms of panic over the
discovering
It brings a
present
with
limited issues of stock, reminds ihe finan-
cinl magnates that they are as subject to

merger decision, and
probably it is a good thing.
much-needed check to the
petite  for new combinations,

recovering

that

the scrutiny of the courts as all other
citizens, and promises to secure a fair
and just competition in all lines of busi-

pess, to which there ean be no objection.
-

WoobnsIsE, the Jewish colony establish-
ed in Cape May Co., N, J., is pronounced
o suceess.  The people, who were amonz
the most ignorant and helpless of their
race, nnd were treated far worse in Rus-
gin than ever negroes were in the South,
have proved to be indastrions, orderly and
thrifty, and are developing into good
American eitizens. In Woodbine they are
factory managers and operatives, mer-
chants, peddiers and farmers. Some of
them have done unusually well in enlti-
wating the soil, but it is hardly regarded
as yet settled whether the Jews as a class
can be made agriculturists. They take to
glmost anything else rather than that

TieE death of the venerable Alex. Ram-
sey. of Minnesota, at the ripe age of 88,
reduaces the pumber of survivors of that
wonderful band of strong, patriotic men,
e War Governors, to one—Sprague, of
Rhode Island. Gaov. Ramsey wias born in
Pennsylvanin, and went to Minnesota in
1849, as Territorinl Governor, Ile was
elected Governor of the State in 1860, and
wias a tower of strength to President Lin-
celn, Tt is claimed that he was the first
to tender a regiment to the Government.
He was elected Sepator in 1863, and
gerved two terms.  President Hayes ap-
pointed him Secretary of War, and in
1852 he was appointed Chairman of the
Commission on Polygamy, in which posi-
tion he served nntil 1886, when hie retived
from publie life. He comnted as his great-
est achiovement the conclusion of treaties
with the Sionx, by which 40,000,000 acres

of tine land were opencd to settlement
Lhy A frg ey

Tur speech of Baron Speck Von Stern-
bLurg, the German Minpister, at New York,
was an admirable ene in tone and mat-
ter, and will go a great ways to diminish
the friction Letween the two groat f_-mu!-i
tries. Me said that both are confronted
with vast problems—social, political and
commercial—both are haviog a0 marvelous
development, both are moving to the same
goal of the highest civilization, and hoth
should and will be mutually helpful. “Pin-
pricks, like Samon and Venezueln,” should
not Le disturh the relations
which should exist between the two, but
all questions be settled by mutunl toler-
anee. good will, and a larger understanid-
ing. We shiould understand the Germyns
becanse we have 15,000,000 of them set-
tled smong us, and shonld know wlat
trie, honest men they are, while Lkien
rivals in business. The Germuns are well
acqaainted with the Awmericans through
and students, and there
should be no source fur seérious misunder-
stnnding.

allowesd 0

tudy, tourists
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Mn E. G. Acuerox, of Nigzara Falls, |
a civil engineer and clay expert, has at Jast |
furnished n satisfactory explanation l)[l
that puzzling que#tion about the use of
etraw in makinz bricks, sas wentionisd in
the Book of Exodus. He came upon it
acctdentally, Ho wes stodying elay for
the manufacture of orucibles, and could
not undersinud why German clay sh-ml'li
be regarded as superior to Americnn. Af- |
tor exhausting all the obvious hypatheses, |
withont gaining satisfaction, he began |
Ivoking up the wore unlikely ones, and not |
to lose the value of any hint, went over
all the possibilits of straw in connection
with  brick-making. He boiled o lot of
straw, and used the water in mising clay,
and found that it greatly increased the
clay's plasticity and strength, He deter-
mined that this was due to the tannin
contnined in the straw, and began treat-
ing the elay witis a solution of taunin. e
found that not ouly were non-plastic clays
made plastic this way, but that the
strength was so increased that nnburned
brick treated with tannin were strouger
than burned brick withont it It greatly
bastens the “aging™ or tempering of clay,
doing In eight or 10 days what usually
takes many months, even years, and in
China is done by one generation for the
mext. He calls his process “Egrptianiz-
fog” the clay.

with the phirase “open and notorions adul-
tery,” in another law, which was put in
at the instance of the G, A, R to keep
notorionsly abandoned women off the ruil
Lhonerad by the mothers and widows of
vetyrans, Under Lochren and Evaus this
was tortured into warrant for the vilost
and mo=t insulting seruting of the charae-
ter of every woman on the roll, or who
applied for a pension.

We want no opportunity for this or
anything akin to it in the new law. We
want no hooks for any legal sharp or any
hostile Commissioner to hang on his dead-
Iy work. We should regard every word
in the law with suspicion, and closely
serutinize its possibilities for trouble. The
intent of the hill is that every man who
served 90 idays or more, and was hénor-
ably discharged, shall immediately receive
a pension of at least £12 a month, with
a like pension for the widows of thoze who
have died, said pension to begin with the
passnge of the act, and be parable upon
application.

Our idea of such a bill would be some-
thing like this: '

Be it Enacted, efe.

See. 1. The Secretary of the Interior
is hereby authorized and directed to place
upon the pension rolls at not less than $12
a month the name of every man who
served in the United States army, navy
or murine corps, during the wer for the
suppression of the rebellion—that is to
say, between the dates of March 4, 1861,
and Dee. 31, 1865—and was honorably
discharged. ;

See. 2. Also, at the same rate, the names
of the widows of all such men who have
dicd, or who may hereafter die.

Ser, 3. Said pensions shall commence
with the passage of this act.

Now, comrades, what do yon think of
that? Let us have your suggestions, They
should all be, however, in the nature of
simplifying it, and making it more ¢ffee-
tive,

Koeep in mind that every additional word
may be & snare, to work untold eyil,

.

RUSSIA IN MANCHURIA.
the

Russin  has worst rTeputation in
She is

notorions for the laxity with which she re-

diplomacy of any civilized Nation.

zards her most solemn promises and stipu-
latione,

There is a new illustration of this in
her action in regard to Manchurin. At
the time of the settlement with China she
entered into the formal agrecment of the
rest of the powers to presecve the territor-
inl integrity of China, to maintain the
“open door,” and to assist the Government

in  rezaining its  prestige, Nhe  then
promised  to  evacunie the  important

Provinee of Manchuria, which lies just
north of Pe-King, and which she covets,
ng giving her n fine base on the Pacifie
and a dominating position with regard to
the rest of China. She has not carried
out her promise to evacuate,  hut has de-
mawded of the Chinese Prime  Minister
concessions which involves a virtual ces-
sicir of the IProvines to Russin. She de-
mamds that no more ports in Manchuria
shull be opened to forcigners, that no new
Caonstilates be permitted, that nope but
IRRussians be put in eivil and military of-
fices, and that the costoms receipis be
paid into the Itnssoa-Chinese hank.

The British and Japanese Governments
have at once and emphatically advised the
Chinese Minister of Forcign Affairs to re-
fuse these demands, and insist vpon Rus-
sia retiring from Muanchuria and restaring
it to the condition it was before the Roxer
tronbles.  The Gernman Government Las
so far shown little interest in the matter,
the official papers saying that Germany
hns little trade there and uo political de-
sires,

Our Government, acting alone, has myde
a protest, even stronger than those of
Japan snd Great Britain, and has asked
Russin for explicit definitions of her de-
wads upon China,

IRtussia has comparatively little trade in
Manchuria compared to that of the United
Stutes, Great Britain and Japan, but she
hopes to zreatly extend this by shutting
out her competitors,  The prompt and de-
vided way that her first move in this di-
rection has been met will probably give
ber puuse. Great Britain and Japan are
ready to act together jn this matter, while
our Government will follow its traditional
policy, and deal singly with both Chinn
and Russin. With our possessions in the
Philippines as a base, and dur grent, rich
Pacific seabioard, we are far stronger for
dealing with any situation in China than
any other power, and can easily carry out

our policy, single handed and alone. Rus-
sia could be quickly overmatched in any
display of power in that guarter of the
world.

VETERAN'S PREFERENCE.

The Supreme Court of New York has
made an important decision atfirming the
absolute preference of veterans under the
Constitution of New York.

Lewis Weintz wos one of three candi-
dates, who had passed the examination
for appeintment as Superintendent  of
Streets at Middletown, N. Y. 1le was
the only veteran, The Corporation Coun-
sel advised the Common Council that it
wits not obligntory to appoint Weintz be-
cause of his veteran elnim, since he being
the only veteran limited the choice to him,
and was therefore an infringement npon
the Couneil’s liberty of choice. One of the
civilinns was therefore appointed, where-
upon Weintz obtained o mandamns order-
ing the Couneil to appoint him, The Coun-
cil appealed. and the Supreme Court de-
cided that Weintz was entitled to the ap-
pointment. In  giving its  decision  the
Court said:

. “The main contention of the appellants
is that the relator, as a veteran, is not en-
titled to an absoitie preference in appoint-
ment, beeanse the provisions of Section 2
10, of the State Constitution,
the vity charter (Laws
of 1902, Chap. See, 20) eonfler npon
the Common Conneil the power of appoint-
ment, invelving the exervise of judgment
aml diseretion in the selection of a choice,
and that aoy provision of law which re-
anires it to select the relstor from the
eligible list irrespective of its choice is
nneonstitutional and void, The elaim may
Le conceded to be quite sonnd in the ab-
steact, and if the relator’s right to o
preference depended solely npon an aet of
1h|: Legislature it wonld he controlling in
this ease. Bat it can not be held that a
provision of the State Constitution is un-
econstitutional.  Yet such a  paradoxieal
holding woull be necessary if the decision
of the Court of Appeals in the case of
People ex rel. Baleom v, Mosher (163 N,
2 upon witich the appellants mainly
rely, is o be recarded as determining this
controversy in their favor,
_ "The reasoning of the court in that ecase
indicates that there was no thougiit of
impairing the general right of o veteran to
A preference. It procesds npon the theory
that all parts of the Constitution are to
be rend tozether, giving to each its full
scope and significanee. The part giving
prefercnee in appointment to veterans is
not to he read withont resard to the part
giving to the anthorities the power of ap-
pointment, involving, as the lafler neees-
=arily does, the exercise of judgment and
the designation of a ol Dut it s
1‘-‘[_1[:!]!_“ trone that that portion of the Con-
stitution which confers the power of ap-
pointment. with all that its exercise neees-
h:l‘rlL\' tmgeli i5 to be read in connection
with the new provision that in such ap-
pointment veterans shall bave a prefer-
enee without regard to  their standin
which new provision is pro tanto o limita-
tion upon the power of appoiniment, the
limitation. however, not being made by a
creature of the Constitution, but by the
Constitution itself, and, as such, not to be
igoored or disregzarded.”

UNCLE TOM'S CABIN BARRED.

Eduneators work in a mysterions wiay
their wonders to perform. What in the
world gets into the minds of some of the
men who have churge of the training of
our youth is a mystery which passes the
comprehension of the ordinary man.  The
latest freak of these gentlemen, who have
mueh more education than common sense,
is a decision to bar “Unele Tom’s Cabin™
from the libraries of the New York publie
schools. A man named Claiude . Leland,
the Superintendent of the School  Li-
braries, is the individnal who originated
this startling idea. The reason ziven was
that the “story had served its purpose,
and was of little valoe today.”

There is & belief in the minds of what
Lincolu called “the plain peaple,” that the
purpose of the schools is to educate Ameri-
ean citizens and equip the vouth with a
knowledge of what the eountry is, what
it has been, and what influences have op-
erated to shape its ecarcer. Nowhere is
there a Look which is more instractive in
these partienlars that “CUocle  Tom's
Calin,” which has been read possibly by
10000000 peaple in all the civilized lan-
guages, and has powerfully colored their
minds.  As an educator of the real condi-
tions of stavery, it is worth a dozen his-
tories and essaxs. Its manner of presentn-
tion is much more effective than wonld
be the far statlier and prosy descriptions,

A boy or girl reading “Unele Tom's
Cabin™ will “sen the eonditions which
led to the gigantie war fur bettor than he
or she could in the reading of almost any
other book. The barring of the novel
stems to be another of those wenring of-
forts to gloss over the great eritie of the
century and diminish the offensiveness of
the memory of those who precipitated g
cruel internecine war in osder to erect a
government whose comerstone woulld be
human slavery. The New York Board of
Education shonld be made to hear from
the country,

ERIGADES AT CHANCELLORSVILLE.

_ Eprvor Namoxan Trinexe: Wil yon,
in ju & to Comrade Holhrook nmil for
the henefit of the readers of The National
‘Tribnune, please give us the regiments that
formed the First Brigade and the Fourth
Brigade, First Division, First Corps, ut
the battle of  Chaneellorsville, May 3,
INGE?  The reason I mention Chaneellors-
ville is that it was the last baitle the
First Division had four brigndes in it.—.J.
H. Canye, Co. B, 147th N. Y., Norwich,
Conn,

The official roster gives the following
eomporsition of the First and [
Brizudes of the First Division of the First
Corps at Chancellorsvillo:

First Brigade, Col. Walter I'helps, Jr.,
commandinge.—22d N, Y., Maj. Thomus J,
Strong; 24th N. Y, Col. Samuel R,
Beardsley; 30th N. Y., Col. William M.
Searing; Sith N, Y, (Lhih Militin), Col
Edward B. Fowler.

Fourth  Brigade, Briz-Gen, Solomon
Meredith, commanding.—1h Ind, Col.
Sumuel J, Williams; 24th Mich,, Col.

Henry A, Morrow; 2d Wis, Col. Lucius
Fairchild; Gth Wis., Col. Edward 8.
Brige: Tth Wis,, Col. William W. Robin-

sou,

—_——

WAt right lins any man to an office
or public employment with which a1 vet-
eraw’s preference will conflict?  The whole
Civil Service Reformer crusade ngainst
the veteran is based upon the fallney that
to give preference to men who have served
in the army and navy is to injure some
other wen.  How can it jnjure uther men,
who have no claim, and can have no claim
to ofice? There is a =illy nssumption by
the Goo-goos who are fighting the vet-
cruns that in some way wen who never
had any military or naval experience make
\ better clerks than those who have had the
benefit of that training and  education.
This is a view that can not be too sufll-
ciently ridienled. Apart from the super-
ior charneter of the man who has stamina
and patriotism suficient to make him en-
list, there is no guestion in the minds of
really practical men that the training and
developent he receives in the service, fits
kim much better for uny walk of life than
the man who has not been schooled for
awhile in camp and on deck.

has prommlzated a revis

oirth !

INSCRIPTION OY QEN. HOOKER'S STATUE.

Not a little feeling has developed in
Massachusetts over the inseription to be
placed on the statue of Gen. Hooker.
The members of. the Hooker Brigade had
one written reading “Massachusetts to
Maj.-Gen. Joseph Hooker, an eminent sol-
dier in the war far the Uuion.” This was
discussed at length and for a long time,
and then anothir suzgested and adopted
by the Board, which read: “FErected by
the Commonwenlth of Maossachusetts in
recognition of tho patriotism and eminent
services of Muaj-€en. Hooker in the war
for the preservatipn of the Union.” This
was again disenssed, and finally an iserip-
tion was written'by Secretary Olin, which
read: “Massachusetts o Maj-Gen,
Jozeph Hooker, a sollier in the army that
kept the Nation whole.” This in turn was
adopted, wherenpon  the  members  of
Hooker's Brigade became indignant and
made a postal-card eanvass of the mem-
bers, the G. A, I, and the prominent men
of the State. They also submitted the
insceription to President  Eliot, of ITar-
vl College, who eriticised the English
of Seeretary Olin’s inscription, bnt  de-
clined to make any suggestions  as (o
changes, The first ingcription was writ-
ten by A, St. John Chambre, The postal
eard had both inseriptions, nod asked the
receiver which he preferred.  Up to date
abont 700 answers had been received, of
which abont 450 favered the Chambre in-
seription, amd 200 Seeretary Olin’s. Sena-
tor Hoar says that “both are exceedingly
flat angd poor, and what iz goad in them
is commonplaes”  Gen. Sickles prefers
the first inscription, and says that Hooker
wias one of the greatest of  soldiers.
Hooker's Brigade presents these facts. amd
snys that it is done with the matter, since
it has performed what secmed tn'hc a
plain daty.

e m—
PENSION MAIL RULE RELAXED.

The Commissioner of Pensions, with the
approval of the Secpetary of the Interior,
ed rule for the
delivery of mail (o pensioners,  The new
rile is as foilows:

“Pensioners and claimants for pensions
desiving their mail sent to cities or towns
having free mail delivery mnst give their
post-oftice addresses by street and number,
number of post-oilice box. rural free de-
livery route, or meneral delivery, as the
case mny be.  General delivery nddresses
will be necepted ouly in ease it he shown
that no such other mildress as above speci-
ficdd is available. Addresszes in eare of an-
athier person will not be ‘aceepted for the
transmission of peasion cortificates or any-
thing of value, or which mizht be im-
properly or wrongfully made use of by
nnother person; por will any communicn-
tion he wmailed to a elaimant for pension,
for delivery at lu ,iilrm-! or number or post-
office box address which is the same as
that of the pttorney proscceuting the
elaim.” .

The new rula Is a modification of the
old, which t\‘nu; fopnd to be so strict ns to
be impracticalde pf enforcement in some
ecases.  Commilsioner Ware expresses the
opinion that the ‘modification will afford
sufficicnt safegunrd and at the spme time
give more liberty to pensioners in the re-
ceipt of their mail,

il =

Tue .‘[is&mlll’f Iegislative seandal reveals
one of the dark and devions ways of the
trusts.  In 1800 the Baking Powder Trust
sueeeeded in getting a law passed by the
Missonri Legislature which give it an ab-
solute monopoly in the State. The pre-
text was pure fosd, and that the baking
powders manufactured by independent
ecompanies contuined ingredients injurious
to health, Much outery was made agninst
“alum powders,” a most absand allegation,
sinee it has been repeatedly shown that
alum ns a baking powder constitutent is
ne mwore jnjurious than ammonia, or tar-
tarie acid, or any of the other ingredients,
The independent companies made a vigor-
ous ¢ffort to have the bill repealed, but
was defeated—the Governor, Wm. J.
Stone, now Senator, entering aetively into
the enmpnign in belalf of the monopoly.
e elnimed that it was at the instance of
the Health Society of Missouri, “composed
of the best people of the State, who are
philanthropically interested in the health
of the people.” 1t subsequently developed
that the Henlth Society met in Gov.
Stone’s law office, and when he put on his
Liat it sheltered nearly the whole member-
eliip from the sun and enin, The jnde-
pendents then invoked the Supreme Court,
which decided that the law could anly
prohibit the manufacture of other baking
powders in.the, Stute, hut not the sale of
thuge brought in from other States. The
indepenidlents made another effort to have
the bill vepenled, but were preventd by
Lient-Giov. Lee casting the deciding vote.
The Grand Jury hns found a number of
FLOO0 and $H00 bLills distributed among
the members of the Legislature, principal-
Iy Renntors, and mostly by a man named
Kelley, of New York, who
called health paper, which is really the
organ of the Baking Powder Trust, its
nutin Ikiness being to denonnce the bhak-
ing powders not made by the Trust.  One
of Kelley's checks for 81,000 was traeed
perilously near Lient.~Goy, Lee, who has
found it convenient to leave the State, amd
has resigned his oilice.  The St. Lonis pa-
pers promise us that the investigation has
only really begnn, and we may look for
something startling any day.

wlits a so-
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Tne reporfs that eome ap  from
Brackettyille, Textis, ive us the idea that
our Regulars are able to play a full hand
in  whatever society  they may mingle.
Brackettyille is om the Rio Grande frontier
of Texas, and, like most of those towns
inlong the .\Iu.\,'ir:ul border, has a reputa-
tion hard enongh‘for plating for a battle-
ship. It has dogzeries which seem worse,
if possible, than the usual run of frontier
dives. Gen. Fred 1. Grant took ocension
awhile ago to-comment on these places,
which are all too-aecessible to the soldiers
of Fort Clark.” Though the gents who run
the dives may sell deinks which have as-
sault and highway robbery in every swal-
low, and premeditated murder in o full
diram, they still buve feelings, and are
bombarding the War Department to repri-
mand Gen, Grant. They say he has gross-
Iy slandered them. and that it is his sol-
diers who make all the trouble by starting
riots, thrashing everybody in reach, and
cleaning out their places on small prove-
eations. It is agreeable to know that our
army is now made up of stalwart young
fellows, quite capable of holding their own,
even among the toughs in a Brackettville
doggery. We wish very much that they
wounld shun those places, where the hooze
stingeth like an adder and biteth like o
serpent. But if they will go in them nnd
a fizht has to come their way, we certainly

want them to whip.

SiKle

Dreams That Came True—The Boys Awake
the Next Morning.

Si wakened carly the next morning
{from a sweet, refreshing sleep, and, sit-
‘ting up, gnzed with wistful  eagerness
aronmd the great, square room.

He saw sound sleepers everywhere till
his eses met those of his partner looking
aronud with similar inguiry.

“Hello, Shorty!” greeted Si, the first
words he had spokeén to his partner for
muny wenry, sick days,

“Hello, Sil" responded Shorty, with
something of kis old cliceriness in his weak
fones.

“Why, Shorty, ‘yon look thinner than a

pig eaught nnder a haystack, and kept
there all Winter.™ :
“Same to yon, 8i. Did the preacher

Iange his mind and have you dug up
ain after you were buriod ?”

“I do feel a Nttde thin and weak, for a
fact.” said 8i, looking down at his wasted
hands.  “What in the world has hap-
pened to s

“Plessed if T ean tell,” replicd Shorty.
“Tatst 1 remember we nll got pretty severe
clips back there near Bentonville, and
then rode theough purgatory to Goldshoro,
I wonder how the rest of the boys are,
and the Adjutant and the Colonel? I it
has done this to us, what has it done to
them 7"

“Have we heen sleoping all this time
and eat nothing™" languidly inquired Si,
as he sank back upon his pillow, for the
fatigne was telling upon his weakness,

“Aaybe 20”7 murmnred Shorty, sinking
Daek too, “Id like awrlul well to know how
ihe rest of the boys are. That looks like
s whost Iying over there on that cot™
Yes, and that seems to be what's left
of Sandy next to hime  Wonder if he is
dead, amd they will come and carey him
ont presently ¥ and Si closed his eyes to
shat out the sight.

“I don't often dream,” said Shorty, af-
ter o moment’s gilence, as they gathered
their strongth again.

“Laueky,” commented 8i, with a dim,
faraway mewmory of his partner’s  per-
formunces when lis sleep was disturbed.

“1 had a dream Iast night,” Shorty re-
sumed  «lowly  and diffidently, as if re-
luctant to express what was filling his
whole beinz. “It was the most real-like
deeam I ever lind.”

Con Jud o deenm ¥ said Si, sitting bolt
upright,  “So did L What did yon
dream ¥

“Why, somehow, [ ean’t just bring my-
self to tell you, it seems so awrlul real.
It was just as real as them posies 1 see
over there. Whe brung them in¥”

“Yeu, who did bring them in?" added 8i,
with o new look in his eyex, “I'll just
tell yon what my dréeam was, and it was
awful real too. OF conrse, it ean’t be true,
amd yet it seems to me that T actunlly
saw them as plain ns 1 ever see anything
in my lite. T°'I tell you what it was.
dresmed that Mother and Annabel and
Marin, all come down here to look after
s, becnuse they heard we were awful
sick, nnd Mother bustled around here with
them just as 1 have seen her do at home
strnightening  up things with the girls
helping"—

“Why, Si, T dreamed that very same
thing, too!™ interrupted Shorty.  *“Ain’t
that strange!  We never drenmed alike
hiefore. You remember that time yon
dreamed that the rebels had got you back
i the stocks ot Andersonville, T dreamed
that Ol Stanton had put me in command
of abhout 10,000 nigger soldiers, and I was
trying to shape them up into regiments
amd brigades™—

“And I dreamed that Annabel sat down
on my bed,"” s=id Si breaking in upon
him—

“And Maria sat on mine,” murmured
Shoriy in low tones, but stopped, for the
rest of the memory was too sacred to
breathe.

“Anil they took us ont and bhathed us''—

“Not the Indics, Sil" ejneulated Shorty
hastily, in red confusion.

“No: Pap and Otterbein Kreamer,” said
Si, and then they hoth grew too wenk
to say anything more without further
rest,

“I dreamed.” continued Si. after a lit-
tle, “that they serubbed the floor and
tidied up the place generally.”

“The floor is certainly clean. and looks
as if it had been really scrubbed,” said
Shorty, rising up and looking at it.

“And then the girls went ont and hrung
in whole arms full of posies and put them
aronm! the roowm."”

“The posies are veertainly there,'
Shorty,

“I dreamed it all so actnally that the
first thing when I opened my eyes was
to ook for Moether and the girls.”

“Same here,”

“I don't see why I didn't just keep on
dresming,” suid Siosadly, “Why did 1
stop?"

“One always does when hie is dreaming
of ieavenly things. It's only when he has
the nightmare thiat he goes on worlds with-
out el

“Well, I'd jnst like to know where them
posics come from. I wish some one would
wake up and tell ns something. If I
conll only rench Pete over there: if he
ain’t dead, he could tell us more than a
newspaper,” and e made the effort to
shout at Pete, but it was a failure,

“No nse hollering at him,” said Shorty.
“We've teied that often enough. Dead or
asleop, thnnder won't wake him.”

They lay quict for a few minutes listen-
inz to the sounds of the early bimls, and
watching the sun rise higher and higher,
awl still none of the sleepers wakened.
Shorty, Keeping his exes fixed on Pete,
saw him tarn a little in his sl and
wove one of his arms,

“He ain’t dead, the little sealawng,”
he =ald in a tone of great relief. “Never
really thought he was.  Yon ean't kill
that young =nipe with a elab. How enn
I woke him?*

Looking aronnd he saw leaning against
the wall at the head of his cot, one of
the hickory brooms which a careless serub-
ber had left there, and Mrs. Klege had
railed to notice, e wrigsled avound tiil
e coulid rench it with his hand, and after
resting from the exertion, got it polnted
over to Pete’s cot and at last  resting
agninst the sleeper’s body,  Pete paid noe

ag

said

attention  whatever to the first joggles
which  Shorty gave, and finally Shorty,

summoning all his strength, gave so vigor-
ous o push that it upset the cot, and
rolled Pete on the floor. The boy woke
with n howl, and very maid.

“Now, what are you up fo, you Wiseon-
sin “smarties?" yelled he, remembering
some of his pranks of the previons day
with boys of his own age in the 1st Osh-

!un-.l_h “Trying to get even with me, are
you? I enll that a mighty mean way.
Sandy, wake up and help me lick these

pinewonds poleeats.”

Sandy aweke at onece, grabbed a eane
by the side of his bed, ready for action.

“Cheese it, boys. Come off™ said
Shorty.  “I just wanted to find  ont
whether yon were living, Pete, or not.”

“Why, Serg’t Eliott,” exclaimed the de-
lighted boy, looking with radinnt face at
his gunedian aml fast friend. “And Sers't
Klege, too!  Wake up, boys, the Sop-
zeants have come around at last! T al-
ways said they would, Hooray! Hoorny!”

“Hush, Pete,” warned 8Si. “Yon
mustn’t yell in a hosiptal. How many of
the boys are here, and how are they get-
ting on*"

“They are all here, exeept poor Abe
Grimstead, and they are all getting along
well, gpecially sinee yonr mother and wife
ad_ sister enme ‘down  yesterday and
straightened things up. My! bot wasn't
thint good!™

“Mother and Annabel here,” gasped Si.
“Then it wasn’t any dream!”

“Marin here!” murmured Shorty to him-
self. “Wasn't that all a happy dream?”’
and the two partners sank back on their
nillows in delicions reverie over what they
had thought n sweet fanstasm of their
sleep, while those of their squed who were
ahle to walk left their cots and gathered
Laround them.
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“How long have we been hers, Pete?
nsked Si, presently, ronsing himself.

“How long? Jewhilikens, T don't know,
Seems to me we've bin waiting more'n a
yenr for you to come to yonrself.”

“The fizht at Bentonville was on the
19th of March, and it's now the 4th of
April,”" answered Sandy Baker.

“Twelve days in March, and four in
April,” eounted up Monty Seruggzs. “That
makes 16 altogethor.  I've beon believing,
with Pete, that the fight seemed more than
So mnch has hiappened since
Sehofield’s amd Terry's armies have
Richmom!’s tnken, amd Sher-
mun's getting readys (o simply wipe ont
Joe Johnston in one time and two mo-
tions""

“Richmond taken?” exclaimed Si
Shorty, rising from their pillows.

“Yeu: Richmond’s taken and Jeff Davis
aml Bob Lee nre on n dend run before
Sheridan’s eavalry.”

and

consarned combination into the deepest
hole in the river. Here comes Annahel,
now. I'll go out and get some warm wa-
ter for you to wash.”

The brighter part of the wamm, life-giv-
ing sunshine, the rarer fragrance of the
Spring-tlowers” hreath, the sweetest strain
of the inspiring music seemed the fair
girl-wife, as she floated in, her face beam-
ing with happiness, and walking straight
over to Xi, gave him, out of the overflow-
ing impulse< of her young heart, a frank,
wifely kiss before all eyes,

She looked so freshly wholesome, so
purely womanly, and her act was so
genninely loving, that the health of every
man in the room was improved. It was
an inspiring glimpse of the best things in
life.

S|he sat down by &2 bedside, took his
hand in her’s, beamed upon him with her
smiling eves,

“0, Aummibel,” waz all that Si couléd
say, buot his eyves looked unutterable
things.

Shorty gave Annabel a cordial greet-
ing. Ilis eves rested admiringly on her
for an instant, amd then tumed hungrily
to the door by which Maria should follow
her in,

At Iast, tall, erect, queenly in her wo-
manliness, strong in her beauty, and bean-
titul in her strength, sweet wholesome-
ness enveloping her as n clouwd, and go-
ing ont to all aronnd like a fragrant ex-
halation, Maria swept in. She called ont
a cheery “Good morning. everybods,”
walked over to Si's cot, elbowed Annabel

“Well, Little Phil will eatch “em, sure

as the Lord made little apples,” answered
Shorty. “They can’t get away from him
auy more than a lanme mud turtle can
from a hungry nigger.  But didn’t some of
you say something abont M about
some  ladies being down here?” he con-
tinued, unsuccessfully trying to repress
any show of engerness in the momentons
question.  “Where nre they?”

“0), they're nsleep xet. They must be,
for they couldn’t help beinz awful tired.
Think of their long journey, and then the
way they worked yester I declare, it
seemed to me that they did more in an
hour than the people down here would in
a week, Those contrabands got =ome
ideas from your mother that they'd never
dreamed of. I heard one pegro woman
saying that ‘If dat's de way Yankee wom-
en's “gwine to wuk ns, I sartinly beleab
I'd a heap radder stay wid ole Missus.""

“TPaint time for nobody to be up yet,”
snid Pete, beginning to feel the depriva-
tion of his carly morning sleep. “Reveille
hain’t sounded yer”

“There it goes now,” remarked Sandy
Baker, muking for his eot. He was too
muek of a boy to think of getting up be-
tore he was compelied to,

From a distant camp amid the white-
blooming maznolins a1 fAote-toned  bngle
sent floating out upon the heavily fragrant
morning uir the gay lilt which opens the
soldier’s day:

“I can't get "em up: I can’t get "em up:
I can’t get "em up in the morning.
The Corporal is worse than the private.
The Sergeant’s no better than he.
The Captain’s worse than the Sergeant.
The Major is the worst of them all
O, I can’t get ‘em up;
I ean’t get "em up;
I can’t get “em np in the morning.”

In the next eamp the fife and drom an-
swered it with the boisteronsly vivacions
iz, which for a century had wakened
American soldiers, from the Atlantie to
the Pacifie, and from Canada to Mexico,
From a hundred other camps fifes, droms
amd hugles swiftly joined in the swelling
chorng of martinl airs, filling  the sun-
gilded atmosphere as full of gay, inspirit-
ing sirains at is was already of the sweet
breatk of millions of fresh, bright flowers,

Tens of thonsamds of young solidiers
sprang from their cots at the ficst notes,
and added their glad cheers to the musie,
the sunshine and fragrance of  Spring.
They Mad rested and reenperated  from
their . Winter of toils amd  hardships,
Heaven was smiling on them and their
Cause, and they were eager for action.

The boys" hearls rose with those of their
comrades in the enmps. They yearned to
e with them, to spring into line, and an-
swer their names at the morning roll eall,
with spirits eager for whatever the day
mizht bring.

“But we can’t even =0 maoch as walk
yeb,” groaned Shorety, with n glance at his
partner's thin face.

“Al this racket "Il wake Annabel and
Mother up,” said Si, expectantly.

The Deacon, whose cimp  experience
was making him quite military, rose at
the cull of rveveille, and donning his
clothes hastened in to see how the boys
were, amd was greeted with a spontancous
vivacity that filled him with glaidnéss,

“Why, boys, you're as peart and sassy

a5 jny-birds, and you don't know how glad
it makes me” he exclaiwed, going from
one to the other and shaking their wastod
Iands 1 felt that wash that me and
Otterbein. Kramer gave you would kill or
cure you, and T was mighty fearful it'd be
the first. T didn't see iow yon were go-
ing to lose all that we serubbed off yom.
and live. Seomed as if you never wouold
stop peeling off.  Worse'n any sheep-wash-
ing ever done. I eame around abont
midnight, and took a look at yon, and
You were sleeping like babijes.”
“0, we're feeling like two-year-olils,”
said i, siuking back weakly on his pillow,
“And hungrier than ¥onng crows for corn.
Where's Mother and Annabel??

“I've just waked them, and they're
dressing. Your mother is going into the
kitchen to fix you something to eat. but
Annnbel will eome right in, as soon ns
she can get that eanary eage in which
she walks reconeiled to the rest of her
clothes. How women ever do it it heats
me.  Carrying the plagny things tied up
in bundles was as much as my life was
worth every minute, let alone wearing “em,
But women have their own iidees.”

“And Maria?" Shorty asked in despera-
tion. Nobody was mentioning her. and a
chill of fear seized him that his sharve was
after all 8 dream.

“She'll be in, too,” heamed the Deacon,
who understood nnd symapthized with his
prospective son-in-law. “She’s having the
same morning roastle with her Empress
Eugenie, ag I think the slick counter-
jnmper thut sold me the hoop-skirts called

“PETE AWOKE WITH A HOWL, AND VERY MAD.”

over a little, to give her brother a dab
of a kiss on his forelead, and then passed
on to Shorty’s ol

“Well, Will, how are you feeling this
morning?’ ghe inguired, taking his hand

Shorty looked np at her, and then, as
if he hnd been gazing at the sun, closed
his eyes, and little drops started from the
COTRers,

In his weakness her presence was too
much. He could not bring his tightly
compressed lips to frame a word.

“Poor fellow,” murmured Maria. “To
see a stronz man pulled dowa this way.
It just breaks my heart.”

She turned away impulsively, to hide
the tears that eame to her own eyes, and
stepped forward to get a stool on which
to sit down by Shorty's bed.

0O, those unlucky hoop-skirts, which for
one decade were only exceeded by the
war in the varions kinds of tronbles they
brought ahout.

Maria’s eanght on the leg of Shorty’s
cot, upset it, and rolled its occupant on
the floor. :

Shorty gave a feeble sereech of protest,
us he felt himself going over, and the
other patients, who had convalesced far
enough to their old time habit of seeing
fun in every mishap, langhed and yelled.

Her face afire with confusion, Maria
sprang over to Shorty, and, lifted him
up bodily, laid him back on the cot, rear-
ranged the blankets, kissad him hotly, her
tears raining down on his face, as she sob-
bed out:

“0, Will, how could I do such a horrid
thing? Those awfnl hoops! T'll take ‘em
off at once, as Mother bas been ordering
me to."”

“Keep "em on, Maria,” said Shorty,
faintly, her kisses burning into his soul
“Keep "em on, and roll me over whenever
Ton want to."”

“Here's the water to wash, hoys.” said
the Deacon, coming in, amd testing the
wiater with his fingers, to make suore that
it was the right temperature. “Get ont
of the way, girls, and let me get ‘em ready
for breakfast, which your mother is abo<t
to bring in

“Ladies,” said the Surgeon, coming in,
amd taking a sweeping survey of tnings.
“As soon as the men have had their
hreakinst I must insist on vour Teaving
the room. and remaining out nntil noon.
To-day T will not permit yon being longer
1!1;1!1. 15 minntes with them at any one
time. They can’t stand it. They need
rest aliove all things. To-morrow. you
can probably stay longer, Mrs Klegg™
ke coutinued to that lady, who had enter-
el with =ome savory steaming prepara-
tions” one as experienced as  yourself
hardly needs ecantion from me against
over-feeding,  Only a few spoonfuls to
cach now. In a conple of honrs you ean
repeat the dose. I leave them in your
ciare.

{(To be continued.)

MORTALITY IN THE WAR.

Eprror NATIOSAL Tminese: Wil you
please give me the fgnres as to the
mortality of the war of the rebellion?
How many died of gunshot wonnd or
were Killed?  Also, how many died of
disease?—J, . Conrpray. New Hamp-
shire, Ohio,

There have been a number of varving
estimates made of the number of denths
in the Union army. The report of the
Surgzeon-(Gieneral differs very materially
from that of the Adjutant-General. and
so on. Col. W. F. Fox estimiates that
there were 110,070 men killed or mortally
wounded, and 249458 deaths from other
cinses, making a total of 350.528: but
this, while hizher than that of the ofeial
vecords, i= still probably much below the
actonl pumber. It nlso does not take into
account the casnalties in the navy. There
were 1LSOH men killed or mortally wonnd-
ed in the navy, and about 2,500 wounded,
Deaths from diseases and accidents num-
bered about 3,000,

-
BREEEH-LOADING CANNON,

In response to one of our subxscribers ns
to the use of breech-loading c¢annon in the
war of the rebellion, the Chief of Ord-
nanee of the United States Army sends us
the following communication:

Eprror Natioxarn Tripvse: 1. Re-
fering to your communication of 20th ult.
(0. O, 3178519 with reference to breech-
loading canuon used Juring the war of the
rebellion, the Chief of Ordnance directs
me to state that no breech-loading cannon,
except one or two experimental gans, were
used in the Federal army; while the use
of breech-loading guns in the Confederate
service was confined to a very few Whit-
worth and Armstrong guns, presumably

‘em.  Several times I eaught myself wish-

ing 1 had 'em wrapped around his hlessed |
neck, and where I could fling the whole

presented to the Confederacy by foreign
sympathizers.—E. B. BampitT, Captain,
Ordnance Department, U. 8. A,




